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Reimagine: Making Place Better

Call for Projects

Deadline: May 16th

Announcement: June 2021

www.reimagineplace.ie

www.architecturefoundation.ie

Reimagine is made possible by the Creative Ireland Programme’s National Creativity Fund and the

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. Reimagine is further supported by  IAF core

funders the Arts Council and the OPW.
Photo: Reimagine Letterkenny ( Pasparakis Friel Architects) by Paul McGuckin

http://www.reimagineplace.ie
http://www.architecturefoundation..ie
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THE IRISH ARCHITECTURE FOUNDATION

Established in 2005, the IAF is an independent organisation dedicated to the promotion of

architecture as culture. We encourage people to engage with their built environment, to inspire new

ways of thinking about architecture.

We truly believe architecture has the power to improve the way we live and how we think about our

built environment. By bringing people together from diverse backgrounds and disciplines, we can

create a more inclusive conversation that will inspire a better-built environment for everyone.

Since its foundation, the IAF has worked with communities of place and interest to explore issues and

affect change in the built environment. We have worked with children to design a play park in

Donegal, examined public space with older people in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and through a people

first design process, created the largest skate and BMX park in Ireland, in Ballyfermot. Reimagine is

the next chapter in this story of people, place and connection.

OUR MISSION

The Irish Architecture Foundation is a vibrant and passionate organisation that seeks to champion the

power of architecture to transform lives and improve the places where we live, learn, work and play.

Through a dynamic programme of activity, we inspire people to understand and shape their world.

OUR VISION

We see a future where architecture is a civic right, fundamental to the fabric of life, culture and

history, and a confident expression of who we are and who we might become.

To find our more about the Irish Architecture Foundation, and to sign up to the mailing list, go to

www.architecturefoundation.ie

http://www.architecturefoundatio.ie
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REIMAGINE:

Reimagine is a nationwide placemaking programme by the Irish Architecture Foundation, working

with communities across Ireland to co-create and co-design solutions to problems or opportunities

they’ve identified in their locality.

Every person in Ireland should be able to feel safe, connected, healthy and at home in their built

environment, and co-creating this sense of belonging is key to the work of Reimagine.

Reimagine matches architects with local partners and projects, enabling communities to play an

active role in the development of their neighbourhoods, streetscapes, parks, villages and towns. It is

vital that local insight and tacit knowledge are integral to the final design solutions, fostering a sense

of agency, ownership and pride among communities.

Since 2019, Reimagine has worked with seven towns around Ireland, on projects ranging from a

creative community consultation to multi-agency collaborations resulting in a temporary outdoor

cultural space. Architects have worked alongside historians and ecologists, and involved men’s sheds,

canoe clubs, library goers, park walkers and school children. A wide variety of community engagement

processes were used, including online round-tables when COVID 19 challenged how we connect with

each other. Like each community, each project was unique.

In November  2020, the IAF launched www.reimagineplace.ie, a central portal for placemaking. Here

you can find out more about our projects, placemaking news, opportunities and our Reimagine Pocket

Guides to placemaking.

http://www.reimagineplace.ie
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The Call

In 2021, the IAF and our panel of architecture, community engagement and spatial experts will

engage with four new communities on projects to improve their built environments.

These projects are what we call “Fieldwork” projects, where an idea can be cultivated and tested out

in a creative, collaborative way. They may take the form of creative consultations, collaborative

research, temporary installations, spatial interventions, tactical urbanism projects, or pilots for

ambitious urban realm projects.

Selected projects/project teams will be matched with a member of our Reimagine Professional Panel.

Formed in 2021, the Reimagine Professional Panel is a multi-disciplinary group of architectural,

placemaking, spatial and design professionals. We work closely with this Professional Panel to run

our projects, talks and to develop resources.

We welcome applications for projects that have secured matched sources of income, in which the

Reimagine programme adds value to a project. These may be projects in which the “Fieldwork” stage

forms the initial R+D stage of a larger project.

Project selection will aim to reflect a geographical range, as well as diversity in themes, groups and

outcomes. We are especially interested in projects which connect with the following themes:

- Town Centre Living

- Climate Change and Biodiversity

- Access & Inclusion

- Reuse, Renovation

- Public Realm

Fieldwork Projects (both standalone projects and pilot/R+D stage projects) should begin between

June - December 2021, allowing for online alternative engagement in the context of COVID 19.
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SELECTION PROCEDURE

This will be a two stage process.

1. A shortlist will be created from applications to the call, submitted through the Google Forms

link. Shortlisting will be done in line with the selection criteria, and will aim to represent a

geographic spread around Ireland.

2. The shortlisted project teams may then be invited for an online interview, with a selection and

interview panel including the IAF, and community and architecture expertise external to the

IAF .

3. Unsuccessful project teams after this second stage will be offered the support of the

Reimagine Clinics.

4. Successful project teams will then work with the IAF to select a suitable architect/team to

work with them on their project.

5. All agreements and timelines to be agreed and signed by the time of announcement.

SELECTION CRITERIA

1. Capacity/Feasibility. We encourage you to be creative, but consider what could stall a project -

access, site safety, indoor crowds during COVID 19. Also, has your team worked together

before on a project that demonstrates your ability to work collaboratively?

2. Ambition/Impact: Carefully considered projects, even at a small or medium scale, can have a

large impact. How will your project positively affect your built environment, your community,

and your group?

3. Architectural and Design Value:  How important is the design of the built environment to this

project? We will prioritise working with groups and projects that will benefit most from the

unique supports that the Irish Architecture Foundation can offer.
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WHO CAN APPLY:

This programme is open to applications from, but not limited to:

Voluntary and Community Organisations; Non-Profits; Cultural Organisations; Local Authorities;

Public Bodies;  Project groups should have a demonstrated link to the location of the project.

WHAT PROJECTS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE:

- Applications from profit-making enterprises

- Applications from Individuals

- Projects outside of the Republic of Ireland

- Projects that already have a fixed outcome or design.

- Projects that do not demonstrate opportunities for co-design or community engagement.

REIMAGINE CLINICS

Four projects/project teams unsuccessful in this round, will be invited to receive one-on-one support

from members of our Reimagine Professional Panel, in the form of our Reimagine Clinics. They will

receive two clinic sessions.

TIME-LINE

Deadline: May 16th, 5pm

Announcement: June 2021

Projects Start: June - December 2021

HOW TO APPLY

Please complete the google form here:

FOR MORE INFORMATION: engagement@architecturefoundation.ie

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfq_HSnWhq6rlMQPnOPp1AsH_qjW1yXn8BIYgFPWgeQs9ot4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:engagement@architecturefoundation.ie

